
The Philadelphia Artists’ Collective and The Wilma Theater present

William Shakespeare’s

Creators’ Note

I first read this poem in college, and had not thought much about it until a friend suggested it as a potential fit for a solo work. 
Reencountering this text was an immense shock.  For starters, the language is incredibly satisfying and rich with imagery and emotion.
But far more important is how depressingly timely it seemed.  With violence against women so current in our daily news cycle, it was
arresting to encounter a moment that resonates as deeply today as it must have four hundred years ago. 

On the very cusp of the savage act, Lucrece asks her assailant, “Why?” Why is this happening? Why is this happening to me?

His response is, “The fault is thine.”   

It is at once modern, timeless, horrifying, and challenging. We might have phrases like “victim blaming” and “rape culture” 
in our language now, but the problems that are described remain the same. Shakespeare’s words can often provoke a kind of 
soul-searching, and the themes visited here -- rape, death, honor, lust, and shame -- are woefully human, and chillingly relevant.
It is up to us as humans to progress and strive to be better. In this one shattering way, we have failed.

 I like to hope that we will not need to have this conversation in another four hundred years. 
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Dan Hodge (Creator) is a proud founding member of the Philadelphia Artists’ Collective,  where he has appeared in 
The Fair Maid of the West, Changes of Heart and Creditors, as well as directed The Duchess of Malfi, Timon of Athens and Mary Stuart.  
Onstage at the Wilma: Our Class, The Real Thing. He has directed for Hedgerow, Curio and Commonwealth Classic Theatre 
Company, and as an actor has appeared on stages at Walnut Street, InterAct, Theatre Exile, Delaware Theatre Co., 1812 Productions,
Bristol Riverside, Pennsylvania Shakespeare Company, and others.  He holds an MFA in Acting from theUSD/Old Globe, San Diego.

The Philadelphia Artists’ Collective, founded in 2008 by Damon Bonetti and Dan Hodge, is committed to promoting rarely performed 
classical plays through workshops and readings in the greater Philadelphia area. It is comprised of a group of performance and visual artists 
seeking to encourage the development of a common vocabulary and to promote arts awareness within the Philadelphia community. Its past
readings and workshops have featured some of the region’s finest artists, and its full productions (Duchess of Malfi, Changes of Heart, Creditors, 
The Sea Plays, Mary Stuart, The Fair Maid of the West) have garnered wide audience and critical praise.

The Wilma Theater creates living, adventurous art. We engage artists and audiences in imaginative reflection on the complexities 
of contemporary life. We present bold, original, well-crafted productions that represent a range of voices, viewpoints, and styles. 

The Rape of Lucrece is performed on the set of the Wilma Theater’s Hamlet, featuring set design by Matt Saunders and 
using a lighting design plot created by Yi Zhao. Original design for The Rape of Lucrece conceived and executed by Katherine 
Fritz and Dan Hodge. This production is stage managed by Heather Felker and features lighting design by Ashley W. Mills. 
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